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VINDIGATION, 4 


* HEN an attempt was made, two 

years ago, for repealing the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts, I met with many 
perſons, who approved of the principle 
of thoſe ſtatutes ; who acknowledged, that 
places of power and truſt ought to be 
in the hands of ſuch only, as are well 
affected to the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; 
and that every man, on his taking an 
office, civil or military, ought to give 
ſufficient proof of his being ſo affected. 
But though they readily allowed all this, 


yet they doubted whether the particular . 1 10 
teſt or proof required by theſe laws, could | 4 
be defended on the ſame principles of | | 

A 2 equity Wi 


We 


equity and juſtice, ' as the laws them⸗ 


ſelves. 


Now theſe ſtatutes 4 all, who take 


offices, civil or military, to receive the 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, accord- 


ing to the rites and uſage of the church of 


England, as the proof or teſt of their 


being well affected to the conſtitution of 


that church; and it is the deſign of theſe 


papers to ſhew that ſuch a Sacramental 
Tedſt is lawful. 


Tur objections to a Sacramental Teſt 
are principally two: : Iſt, Becauſe it per- 


verts the deſign of a moſt facred inftitu- 


tution ; and, 2dly, Becauſe it occaſions 


much wickedneſs in unworthy receivers: 
and could theſe charges be made good, 
no Chriſtian would want any other rea- 


ſon to be given for the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts. Laws, which 


introduce an abuſe of religion, which per- 
vert a ſacred inſtitution of the goſpel, 

and give occaſion to much ſin in the 

world, can be no ſecurity to the church; 


and 


{7-3 


cumſtances, to part with them. Whe- 
ther this be the caſe, or not, is now to be 
inquired into? 


Wir reſpect to the firſt objettion 


it may. be obſerved, that our laws moſt 


certainly mean to require that this ſa- 


crament ſhould be, at all times, receiv- 
ed in commemoration of Chriſt's death, 


and with ſentiments of heart becoming 
that remembrance; for they require, that 
it ſhould be received as our church en- 
joins; and he that will peruſe thoſe 
grave and ſolemn exhortations, which 


make part of the communion-ſervice of 


the church of England, can never doubt 
that a law, which requires the ſacrament 
to be received according to the rites and 


uſage of that church, can be juſtly char ged 


with intending to require any thing con- 
oy. to the nature or end of the ſacra- 
ment. 
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AND as a law, which directs the facra- 
ment to be received according to the rites 
and uſage of the church of England, can 
never intend to pervert the end and de- 
ſign of that holy inſtitution, ſo can it 
not, with the leaſt coleur of truth, be 
ſaid, that the bare a& of receiving the 
ſacrament, for any ſecular employment, 
does neceſſarily raiſe improper diſpoſi- 
tions of mind in the communicarit; ſince 
it is certainly poſſible, in the nature of 
the thing, that a man, who communi- 
cates on ſuch an account, may, notwith- 
ſtanding this, have a pious remembrance 
of the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, on 
our behalf; may entertain a due ſenſe of 
gratitude for them; may form ſincere re- 
ſolutions of obedience to his laws; and 
may be, in particular, inclined from 
thence to cheriſh ſentiments of univerſal 
love and charity ; and. theſe are, we know, 
the diſpoſitions, which our Lord deſign- 
ed ſhould be excited, or preſerved, by this 
ſolemn act, in remembrance of his death. 

: Bor 


1 1 7 ) 
Bur if thoſe, who oppoſe us, ſhould not 


allow this to be poſſible, the conſequence 
then will be, that no man ever did receive 


the ſacrament worthily, who received it 


on account of a public office. And yet, 


when we refle& on the number, the qua- 


lity, and characters of the perſons, who 


have received it on ſuch occaſions, . 


muſt grant that ſome of this number have 


received it worthily ; and if ſome have 


been worthy communicants, it follows that 


the law, which obliges men to communi- 


cate at a particular time, and for a parti- 
cular purpoſe, does not neceſſarily, or in 
the nature of the thing, prevent any man 


from taking this ſacrament at the ſame 


time, in as devout and pious a manner, 
as he ought to do in obedience to Chriſt's 


command. If this be true, then all men 


have it entirely in their power to commu- 
nicate worthily, notwithſtanding they do 
it, in ſome meaſure, on a civil account; 


and admitting this, there is then plainly 


no ground for ſaying that this ſacrament 
A4 | is 
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is turned, from its original and natural de. 
An, th a ' Purpoſe agaihft its own nature, and 
contrary to the end propoſed by the Her ; 
himfelf *. - 4 

But though it muſt be allowed to be 
poſſible that fome may be very worthy 
communicants on taking an office, yet it 
is much to be lamented, that there arc 
others, who approach the Holy Table, 
merely to anſwer the letter of the law, 
without any piety or devotion, or true ſenſc 
of what they are doing: and though the 
guilt of ſuch profanation is to be principal- 
"of charged to themſelves, yet the Teſt 
Act, fay our oppoſers, deſerves ſome part 
of the blame, ſince without ſuch a law 
there would be no ſuch wickedneſs ; and 
therefare this law ought- to be repealed ; as 
it, not only occaſions ſin, but lays men 
under temptations to it —a practice which 
is repugnant to Chriſtian charity, and to 
thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which forbid 


P Biſhop Hoadley's Anſyer to Biſhop Sherlock. 


„ 
us to lay ſtumbling-blocks, or occaſions 


to 5 0 in the my of our weak bre- 
thren. 


and as it has a greater appearance of 


weight than any other which is made uſe 
of in this queſtion, I will examine it with 


ſome accuracy. 


Taz firſt point to be ſettled i is, Whe- 
ther all actions, which may prove to 
other perſons, occaſions, or tempta- 
tions to ſin, are, on | tint account, un- 
lawful ? 

Ir is plain that we cannot determine 
this in the affirmative; ſince, if we did, it 
will follow that there is hardly any action, 
however innocent or indifferent in itſelf, 
which might not be ſaid to be unlawful ; 


as there is ſcarce any thing one can do, 
which may not be the occaſion of ſin or 


temptation to another, 


TRHus 


Tuts is the focond objection to a Sa- 
| cramenta] Teſt, to which I alluded above ; 
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Tnvus our Saviour, by his free converſa- 
tion with the Publicans, gave great offence 
to the ſcrupulous Phariſees, and, in ſome 
ſenſe, occaſioned their finning, by pro- 
voking them to throw unjuſt reproaches 
on him: But would it have been reaſon- 
able, therefore, that our Lord, who came 
to call ſinners to repentance, ſhould have 
withdrawn himſelf from the Publicans, 
and perſons of that deſcription, becauſe 
it was likely that the Phariſees might be 
ſcandaliſed at ſuch a conduct, and in con- 
ſequence of that, ſpeak blaſphemouſly of 
the Saviour of the world“? 
_ From this example, and from many 
others, which will readily occur to a 
thinking man, it is evident, that an 
action may ſometimes be innocent and 
right, though it ſhould happen to lead 
others into fin. But notwithſtanding this, 
I readily allow that ill conſequences of 
this nature may, in ſeveral caſes, ren- 
der actions unlawful, which would not 
| Lake vii. 36. 
al | be 


1 
be ſo were thoſe conſequences away; 
and therefore we muſt inquire further, 
what thoſe caſes are, in which an action, 
innocent or indifferent in its own nature, 
becomes unlawful, by its being to others 
an occaſion of ſin. 

Now the rule in this caſe ſeems to be 
this: vis. That ſuch an action will be 
unlawful, whenever it is done without a 
cauſe ſufficiently important on the part of 
the agent; ſo that it proceeds from a 
want of due charity in him towards thoſe, 
whom his actions will affect. Both rea- 
ſon and ſcripture agree in teaching us, 
that men are not born for themſelves only. 
It is certainly the duty of every man to 
promote, as far as he is able, the good 
of others, as well as his own; and the 
former of theſe, whenever it is of very 
great moment, ought to be purſued in 
preference to the latter, and ſometimes at 
the expence of it; it being always ſup- 
poſed, that the damage or inconvenience 
wHkh” we ſhall ſuffer, on that account, 


will - 


R 7 


. 
will not be too grievous. Whoever is un- 
willing to give up thus far his own ad- 
vantage, in order to prevent a very great 
miſchief from coming upon others, eſpe- 
cially a miſchief of a tpiritual nature, 
may be ſaid to be wanting in the charity 
required by the goſpel; and an action re- 
pugnant to this great duty, muſt always 
be unlawful ; and agreeably to this is the 
determination.. of, the excellent Grotius on 
this very point. We cannot, ſays this 
great writer, avaid all things which may 
occaſion other men to fin; but thoſe things 
de are obliged to avoid, which are not, as 
it were, forced upon us, either by neceſſity, 
or any great private advantage *. 
Ai if this rule holds in private caſes, 
it ought, moſt undoubtedly, to be followed 
in thoſe which relate to the intereſt of 
the public. For, unleſs this were to be 
allowed, no civil ſocieties could long ſub- 
. fiſt; ſince hardly any regulations can be 

made for the public welfare, which may 
not prove occaſions of fin to ſome perſon 


* See xiv, Rom, and Annot, of Grotius. 
| | | or 
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or other. And therefore the intereſt of 

all ſuch perſons, who are unreaſonably of- 

fended, and eſpecially of thoſe who ſin, 

not from error, but preſumptuouſly againſt 
the clear light of their conſciences, may 

| juſtly be made to give way to the ſafety or 

intereſt of the public. Upon this princi- 

ple it is, that divers of OUT laws are con- 

tinued in force, though it is well known, 
that they are occaſions, or temptations, to 

much wickedneſs. For inſtance, what 
perjuries, what frauds, what cheats are 
made uſe of to elude the many laws for 
impoſing cuſtoms on trade? and though 
it is acknowledged, that much of this 
wickedneſs would be prevented, if there 
were no ſuch laws; yet, becauſe the in- 
tereſt of the public requires them, they 
may be very well juſtified ; and this our 
Diſſenters themſelves will, I think, allow: 
and then, by an evident parity of reaſon, 
It follows, that the Corporation and Teſt 

Acts may be juſtified alſo, whatever may 
be the ill conſequences with regard to 
f thoſe 


„„ 
thoſe, who unworthily receive the ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's ſupper, on account of 
offices in the ſtate. | 

Tus is the plea, which 1 offer for a 
- Sacramental Teſt: and at the ſame time [ 
am ready to acknowledge, that if any 
other method could be found out, not 
liable to any of the ill conſequences, which 
may poſſibly attend the preſent mode, and 
equally effectual to ſecure the eſtabliſhment 
of the church of England, from the at- 
tempts of thoſe who are not well affected 
to it, our Legiſlature would be obliged to 
prefer uch a method, to that of a Sacra- 
mental Teſt: and I am apt to believe, 
that whenever ſuch a method ſhall be 
propoſed, it will be readily adopted by 
our ſuperiors in the ſtate, without any 
diſlike on the part of thoſe in the church. 
Indeed the conduct of the church of Eng- 
land towards the Diſſenters, is truly mo- 
derate and Chriſtian; and though ſhe has 
been often reviled, yet it has not been her 
practice to revile again. She is very wil- 


ling, 


| ling, that they who diſſent from her, ſhould 


enjoy all that liberty of profeſſion and wor- 
ſhip, which they think needful to their 
ſpiritual welfare: ſhe heartily wiſhes 
they may uſe it in ſuch a manner, as to 
find and embrace the truth in love: and 
if they do not, ſhe ſtill commends them 


to the mercy of God, and prays that he 


will not lay their ſchiſm to their charge. 
But, with all this Chriſtian Charity, ſhe 
has, as ſhe ought to have, a proper mix- 
ture of Chriſtian Prudence ; ſo much as is 
needful to guard herſelf from ſuffering by 
their prejudices againſt her. She cannot 


but fear what might be, in caſe of a fa- 


vourable opportunity, the workings of ſuch 


ſpirits, as can take offence at the colour 
and ſhape of a decent veſtment; or at a 
poſture of the body, expreſſive of fitting 
humility and reverence in the worſhip of 
God. She has found, by experience, that 
they, who have ſtrained at things of this 
ſort, have made no ſcruple to ſwallow 
her revenues, and lay waſte her ſanctua- 


ries. 
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ſuch ill uſage in the time to dome, and 
to be. maintained upon that bottom, which 
is neceſſary to prevent ſtrife. and confuſion, 
and, by that means, to ſecure to all par- 
ties a full and well regulated liberty of 
religion. To this purpoſe, he wiſeſt men 
of all ages have been, ſen ble, that an 


% 


eſtabliſhment of ſome one religion i is ne- 
ceſſary: and the church of England hav. 
ing been planted from the beginning of 
the reformation, and having hitherto 
| brought forth much good fruit to the 
| "honour of God, and, the welfare of this 
kingdom, it is but \xcaſanable that ſhe 
ſhould keep her ſtations. Accordingly ſhe 
truſts that all faithful members of her 
communion, however they may be other- 
wiſe diſtinguiſhed into parties, will uſe 
their beſt endeayours to ſupport her in it; | 
"and the humbly hopes that the bleſling 
of God wi; make e u. i 
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